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vain. Even as he entered Paris on June 5th, Oudinot
was already laying siege to Rome. With the assistance
of Garibaldi's men, fresh from victory over the
Neapolitans, the Eternal City held out bravely for four
weeks; but was forced to capitulate on July 5th.
Mazzini and Garibaldi both escaped.

Back in Paris De Lesseps found that M. de Tocque-
ville had succeeded M. Drouyn de Lhuys as Foreign
Minister, and he hastened to call upon him. The
Minister calmly informed him that he had not had time
to read his correspondence, and was not very well up
in the Roman question. In the Cabinet he found a
conspiracy of silence. No one wanted to hear what he
had to say. The Government was only concerned to
tide over until the Legislative Assembly should take the
place of the National Assembly, when the reactionary
party would have a clear majority. Not only did De
Lesseps find himself abandoned, but arraigned before
a Council of State by virtue of an article in the Con-
stitution, which was omitted in future Constitutions.
The Prince-President received him goodnaturedly, and
professed sympathy with Italy, but he none the less
countersigned the decree by which De Lesseps had to
answer before the Council for his conduct.
M. Odilon Barrot, who had recommended De
Lesseps so fulsomely to the National Assembly at the
outset of his mission, now lead the attack against him.
He was charged with having made a provisional
arrangement with the Roman authorities on May 3ist,
which compromised the honour of France and the